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a “Muslim” father to a “Sikh” mother, a daughter is
struggling to find her place. When she finds it, it’s
the last thing she expected. A few hours before
going to the place of worship I have done this one
hundred times, I feel an odd mix of apprehension
and frustration. Will the hate I often encounter in
the streets change my mind? I arrive at the Sikh
community centre and take a small trolley to the
place of worship. Is this my last chance? I am
bracing myself for a barrage of questions or
comments about my hair. The first thing I notice is
the picture of Guru Nanak. Then I sit down on the
reserved seats to the left of the hall. A family with
bright saffron kurtas are on the same side as me.
The service starts and the priest welcomes us with a
prayer. “This is our house of God. We welcome you
all.” “God blesses those who respect others’
feelings, lifestyles and beliefs.” I note out the few
Christian men sitting on the other side of the aisle.
All eyes are on me. The service continues. I am
definitely not alone. People start exchanging marital
advice. One advisee is so offended by her husband’s
attitude that she says she will not return for the



marriage when her parents finally agree. My mind is
elsewhere. I am more worried about the glances of
the women sitting on the centre aisle. Women
wearing saffron do not come out in public much
these days. Did they ever in the past? My japa starts.
“Namaste. Namaste. Namaste.” I repeat those words
several times as I bow to each person who bows in
front of me. I fail to remember, am I bowing to the
picture of Guru Nanak? Is it the religion I am a part
of that makes me feel a bit ostracised? I have met
some of these people and they treat me as one of
them. “Love the others as you do yourself,” is an oft-
repeated maxim for any religion. Yet, it is hard to
love someone
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