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i received my b.s. degree in mathematics from the university of missouri in 1970. after graduation i was
employed for several years as a systems analyst, and then as a research scientist in the united states air
force. in the early 1980s, i was attracted to the emerging field of statistics and econometrics and enrolled
in the doctoral program in economics at the university of california at los angeles. i graduated in 1986 with
a phd in economics and a specialization in statistics. i have taught a wide variety of introductory statistics

courses for the last 17 years, including statistics, quantitative methods, econometrics, and applied
statistics. recently, i started a new course, introduction to health economics and statistics. during the first

few years, i taught the course on a trial basis to see if the students liked the new course, and i was pleased
to find that they did. i am currently teaching the course for the third time, and the students seem to like it
as well. in addition, i have taught a new course, introduction to operations research, for the last ten years,

and found that the students liked this course as well. while this is a very time-consuming course, i have
found that the students enjoy the new course because they understand the subject matter better. i hope
that you will find the course enjoyable as well. i am a professor of statistics at eastern connecticut state
university. i have taught introductory statistics courses for the last 25 years, and i have found the course
to be enjoyable. in addition, i have found that the students like the course. in fact, several of them have
suggested that i teach the course for their undergraduate minor program. i hope you will find the course

enjoyable.
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in 2007, the american
statistical association

released a task force report
on introductory statistics

courses which they
identified as a key gap in
the curriculum. the report

outlines the need for
introductory courses to
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focus on the development
of analytic skills, the use of
statistical principles in the
decision making process,

and the importance of
statistical literacy. the

report outlines the proposed
goals for the introductory

curriculum which include: a
pre-requisite of basic
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mathematics, statistics, and
computer skills; focus on
critical thinking, statistics
and problem solving; and
make statistics a central

component of the first year,
with a focus on applications

to the decision making
process. the next

generation of statistics is
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learning statistics from
data, not just from the

textbook. embedded in our
daily lives, data has

permeated all aspects of
society. the fastest and
most convenient way to
understand the data is

through the practice of data
science. this book offers a
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practical and
comprehensive guide to

data science for statistics
and data analysts. starting
with the idea that statistical
data is everywhere and is a

critical component of the
21st century, this book

takes a unique approach: it
shows you how to think
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about and act on data in
new ways. this textbook

focuses on the
fundamentals of statistics

for the undergraduate level,
including the definitions of

the central concepts of
statistics and the basic tools
and methods. it also covers
topics such as probability,

                               7 / 9



 

statistics, and applications.
the approach used

throughout this book is
accessible and easy-to-

follow. 5ec8ef588b
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